

Kansas Exemplary Educators Network (KEEN)

State Education Conference

Hotel Topeka at City Center, Maner Conference Center

1717 SW Topeka Boulevard, Topeka, Kansas 
February 19-20, 2026
Conference Theme

“The Power of Yet”
Thursday, Feb. 19, 2026
Maner Conference Center

Foyer

Shawnee Room

10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Conference Registration

Sunflower Ballroom

11:30 a.m. – 1:10 p.m.
Lunch and Opening of the General Session

11:30 a.m. – 12:10 p.m.
Conference Welcome and Lunch



Denise Kahler, Director  


Communications and Recognition Programs



Kansas State Department of Education

12:10 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
General Session - TBA
1:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.
Break
Maner Conference Center – Breakout Rooms

1:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
Concurrent Share Sessions (Five sessions offered)
A. Failure, Feedback and the Power of Yet, Sarah Schlottman, Abilene USD 435 and Jennifer Andres, Abilene USD 435

B. Belonging in Action, Dr. Ralita Cheeks, Ell-Saline USD 307

C. The Language of Grit: Unlocking Resilience Through Hands-On Challenges, Ivy Daugherty, Maize USD 266

D. From Frustration to Focus: Building Stamina with the Power of Yet, Carmen Zeisler, ESSDACK Learning Centers 
2:25 p.m. – 3:25 p.m.
General Session


Amy Hillman, Olathe USD 233
Sunflower Ballroom

3:40 p.m. – 4:40 p.m.
Concurrent Share Sessions (Five sessions offered)
A. Rigor Within Reach: The Science of Learning in Action, Olivia Winegeart, Wichita USD 259

B. Attitude of Gratitude: Unleashing the Power of Yet, Jonathan Belsan, Wichita USD 259 and Samuel Belsan, Wichita USD 259

C. The Teacher Playbook: Winning Strategies from Milken Educators, Brad Nicks, Abilene USD 435; Ryan Pfeifer, Auburn Washburn USD 437; Alex Lahasky, Blue Valley USD 229; Linda Dishman, Shawnee Heights USD 450

D. High Expectations-By You for You, Jamie Rumford, Scott County USD 466 and Cheryl Kucharik, Scott County USD 466
Friday, Feb. 20, 2026
Agenda

Foyer

Shawnee Room

7:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.
Breakfast Buffet 
Shawnee Room

8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
A Community Conversation

            Rene Nugent, Deputy Commissioner of Learning Services

                                                              Kansas State Department of Education                  


Sunflower Ballroom

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Luncheon and Awards Program Honoring the 2025 Milken Educator and 2026 Kansas Horizon Award Educators
Sponsored by the Kansas State Department of Education 
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